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PASSENGER SHIP OF THE PERIOD—1750. 


From a Contemporary Drawing. 


FLUKE FAMILY GENERATIONS 


Johannes Fluck - born 1700 -- married in ~ 1723 - Anna Mary Dui - born 1704 


- died 1771 - died 1806 
They had ten children, 5 born in Germany and 5 born in Bucks County Pa. 
“Oohw (*) 1. Philip - b.1725 6. Jacob - b. 1745 
2.Modlen - b. 17?? 7. Christina - b.1747 
329 8. John - b. 1750 
( Phil'?) 4.Ludwig - b. 1732 9. Anna Maria - b. 1753 
5.Casper - b. 1739 10. Anna Magdalina - b. 1756 


Our line of descent is from the eldest son (*) Philip 


Philip Fluck - born - 1725 -- married in ~ 1749 - Anna Barbara Kern - born - 1727 


- died - 1780 - died - 1800 
They had seven children. Born in Bucks County Pa. 
1. John - b. 1750 5. Frederick - b. 1761 
2. Ludwig - b. 1752 6. Philip - b. 1763 
3. Christian - b. 1757 7. Elizabeth - b. 1765 


(*) 4. Casper -b. 1758 
Our line of descent is from (*) Casper. 


Casper Fluck - born - 1758 -- married in ~ 1781 - Catharine Huber - born - 1760 


- died - 1848 - died - 1853 
They had nine children. Some born in Bucks Co. Pa. and some in Bedford Co. Pa. 
1. Elizabeth - b. 1782 6. Susannah - b. 1793 
2. Hannah - b. 1784 7. Barbara - b. 1795 
3. John - b. 1785 8. Margaret - b. 1798 
(*) 4. Philip - b. 1788 9. Mary - b. 1805 


5. Catharine - b. 1790 
Our line of descent is from (*) Philip. 


Philip Fluke - born - 1788 - married in ~ 1810 - Mary Summers - born - 1790 


- died - 1866 - died - 1866 
They had 11 children. Four born in Pa. and 7 born in Orange Twsp. Ashland Co. Ohio 
1. Henry - b. 18] 1 7. David - b. 1822 
2. Lewis - b. 1813 8. Eliza - b. 1825 
3. Samuel - b. 1814 9. Lucinda - b. 1826 
(*) 4. Philip - b. 1816 10. Margaret - b. 1829 
5. Catharine - b. 1819 11. John - b. 1831 (my line) 


6. Jacob - b. 1820 


Your line of descent is from (*) Philip. The change in spelling of the surname from Fluck to 
Fluke probably occurs with the move to Bedford Co. Pa. in approximately 1790. 


Philip Fluke was born in 1816 and was the baby when his parents came to Ohio. He was crippled in 
some way and could not farm, so his father gave him $1000 dollars instead of the 100 acres of land: He 
learned the trade of tanner and in about 1845 went to Indiana, where he lived the rest of his life. He 
accumulated quite a lot of property and was wealthy at the time of his death on Feb. 4, 1900. 


Philip Fluke's first marriage was to Ruth Ford. 
They had one child - (Samuel) Wakeman born - 1850 
lst marriage of Wakeman Fluke to Zaida Kessler in 1873. There were no children and 
Zaida died in 1917. 
2nd marriage of Wakeman Fluke was to Nellie Green in 1919. They had no children. 
Wakeman was a druggist. He died March 9th 1930. 


Philip Fluke's second marriage was to Sarah Thomas. (I have no information on what happened 
to the 1st wife - Ruth Ford) 


They had two children: 1.Franklin - born 185? 
2. Eliza - born 1858 


Franklin Fluke marries in 1890 - Etta Kline 
They had two children: 1. Philip K.- born June 25, 1893 
2. George - born August 17, 1900 


- Philip K. Fluke 1st marriage to Ruth Haggust on July 25, 1925 
They had two children: 1.Phyllis - born ?? 
2. Franklin - born May 11, 1930 
Ruth Haggust Fluke died on May 17, 1930. 


Phyllis Fluke marries Joseph Kubinski in 1949. 
They had two children: 1. Linda - born 1950 
2. Gloria - born 1951 
Franklin Fluke - no information 
- Philip K. Fluke 2nd marriage to Mary Hollis in 1934. 


- George Fluke marries Gracia Walters. 


They had five Children: 1. Doris - born -?? 4. Elton - born - ?? 
2. Mary - born - ?? 5. Sarah - born - ?? 
3. Philip - born -?? 
Mary marries Clarence Best 
Eliza Fluke - marries - Samuel Gibson. 
They had five children: 1.Philip - marries, had 3 children, all die in infancy, 
died Feb. 2, 1942 
2.Harold - born 1890 
3. Hazel - marries H.T.Myers 
4. Ross - 
5. Dallas - 
Eliza Fluke Gibson dies Jan. 20, 1934 


ARRIVAL IN AMERICA 


On October 20th 1744, Johannes Fluck, his wife Anna Mary 
and their five children, ranging in age from 19 to 5, arrived at the 
port city of Philadelphia. The passenger list of the ship on which 
they sailed still exists. The ship, the Phoenix, sailed under the 
command of Captain William Wilson. It sailed from the port cities 
of Rotterdam in the Netherlands and Cowes England. The Fluck 
family left their home near the city of Mainz Germany. Mainz is 
located in southwest Germany and is situated on the banks of the 
Rhine river. 

On arrival in Philadelphia, the Flucks settled in Bucks 
County Pennsylvania in Rockhill Township. After settling in 
Bucks County five more children were born. 
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Source for facsimile signatures of the passenger list of the 1744 voyage of 
the Phoenix. 


Later edition that shows 
Phoenix. 
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typed passenger list of the 1744 voyage of the 


Phoenix 1744 36 

The Foreigners whose names are underwritten, imported in 

the Phoenix, William Wilson, Capt", from Rotterdam, & last 

from Cowes, did this day take the foregoing Oaths to the 
Government. 


Henrich Hartman Vallentin (X) Winesheim 
Johannes Herberth Fillibs Krebs 

George () Shdn Johannes Fluck 

Johann Wendel Metzler Paulus Eberhart 

Johann Adam Megel Jorg Wilhem Staudt 

Johan Adam Morgen Johan Nicolaus Messersschmid 
Lorentz Erbach Conrad Elling 

Adam Fischborn Johann Balthasar Fischborn 
Andonius Fischborn Paul Schneider 

Nicklas Peter Mardin Clewer 

Thiebalt Klein Gerhardt Scheffer 

Casper Schneider Ip. Fiehl 

Cunradt Fuchs Peter Tauphaus 

Johann Philippes Mauck Friederich Michael 
Andonius Weyrich Conradt Héflich 

Johan Petter Gotz Henrich Platt 

Christoffel Westerberger Johann Philipp Andres 
Mattheis Kolb Friederich Gresser 

Johan Jerg Wohnsitler Christian Eberhart 
Friederich Partemer Wendel Bréder 

Philipp Bretz Marx Kieffer 

Mardi Kolb Johan George (X) Westberger 
Johannes Schneider Johan Nickel Hun 

Dewalt (A) Laub Andereas (A) Eshbacher 
Jacob Rau J. Philip (A) Santon 
Philips Wendel Klein Johan Bach 

Johan Jost (O) Tizler Friedrich Huber 

Johan Henry (X) Mattinger Joha Pilib Magmer 

Jacob Buchman Johannes ({|) Magemer 
Johann Hermann Mohr Johan Reinhart Waltz 
Gorg Rack Christoffel Dieckenschiet 
Johannes Klein Johannes Dickert 

Johann Nicolaus Wagner Johann Jorg Schaffer 
Johannes Kuhn Friederich Casimir Miller * 


* This name has not been recognized before. It ends the uncertainty as to the 
arrival of this Reformed preacher. See History of Goshenhoppen Charge, p- 151. 


[List 106 C] At the Courthouse at Philadelphia, 20% 8°* 


1744- 
Present: Edward Shippen, Ben. Shoemaker. 
Mayor, Septimus Robinson, ¢ Esq*. 


W" Allen, Re- Robert Strethill, 
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Ship Phoenix, October 20, 1744, 
List 106 C (continued). 


3d Pennsylvania German Pioneers 


Friedrich Stelwag 
Johann Valendin Hun 
Peter Faust 

Gerhardt Fiscus 

Jacob (OO) Stephen 
Joh. Peter Breyvogel 
Jacob ( ) Wagner 
Andreas Sérger 

Joh. George (X) Meisenheim 
John Adam (H) Klein 
Conrath Jung 

Johan Pfillib Héflich 
Friederich (+) Huby 
Johan Phillib Kercher 
Hans Hennerich Kuntz 
Johan Adam Baum 
Anthonius Hoblich 
Andres Griibel 

Peter Philipp Hahn 
Johann Friederich Sauer 
Henry (X) Plad 
Johann Dierk Heffner 


Phillip Peter Graffert 
Bastian Morian 
Johan Peter Fuchs 
Johan Peter Kolb 
Hennrich Lies 
Herman (X) Decreiff 
Philip (X) Flugh 
Christoffel Fiehl 
Rudolff Fiehl 
Vallentin Huf 
Diellman Dieckenschiedt 
Johannes (J) Kuntz 
Weymar Strunck 
Anndon Schneider 
Phillip Jacob Bader 
Johan Philip (*) Roth 
Hans Dewalt (X) Seltenreich 
107 * 

110 [men] 

55 [women] 


165 [Total] 


[List 107 C] At the Court House at Philadelphia, 24 Nov‘ 


1744. 


Present: Edward Shippen, Esq', Mayor, 
W™ Allen, Esq’, Recorder, Robert Strethill, Esq". 
The Foreigners whose names are underwritten, imported in 
the Friendship, Capt" John Mason, from Rotterdam, but last 
from Cowes, did this day take the foregoing Oaths to the Gov- 


ernment. 


Herman (H) Weber 
Wilhelm Weber 

Caspar (H) Weber 

Johan Adam (H) Radebush 
Gerhart (W) Will 

Johann Jacob Ferber 

Jacob (H) Fughs 

Jacob (E) Engel 


© 


Peter Bogert 

Valtin Vogt 

Anthonius Willar 
Johannes Ehrenhardt 
Joh. Philip Ehrenhardt 
Jirg Bernhart 

Johann Heinrich Radter 
Conrath (C) Forster 


* The discrepancy in the figures may be due to the death of several passengers. 


After their arrival in 1744 there is a span of about 25 years 
until there is a record of the purchase of a tract of land in Rockhill 
Township in Bucks County Pennsylvania. Not much is known 
about the family's existence during that period. 

The next two generations of Fluck's ( Fluke - surname 
spelling changes at some point during this time) become 
established in Bucks County and later in the Bedford County area 
of Pennsylvania. There are many pieces of evidence of the family's 
activities - Fluke family members were active in their churches and 
also left a documented trail of the usual legal transactions - wills, 
land transfers, military service and graves in cemeteries. 
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Johannes Fluck's last will and testament was probated on April 

10th 1771 at the Philadelphia Court House. Johannes lived to be 71 

years old; his wife Mary died in 1806, living to the age of 102. 

Johannes and his wife are buried in Toicken Union Church 
Cemetery in Bucks County Pennsylvania. 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 


of 
JOHANNES FLUCK 


# 63 Philadelphia Courthouse 


In the name of God Amane I John Fluak of the Township of Rockhill and the 
County of Bucks and the Province of Pennsylvanya yewman, being sickly of bodey but of 
sound minde and memerey Blesed be God do make this Twentey furst day of Janewry 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy one make and publish this my last Will and 
Testement in manar folowing. Furst it is my will that all my Just Debts and funarall 
Expences be foley payed and Satisfyed. Secondly it is my will that in Six Months After my 
decese or sonnar my Executars hearafiar named shall expose all my Rale Estate to sale 
on a Publick Vandee and Shall give the purchera or purchesar reasonable credit and 
likewise all my Personal Estate Exept What's hearafter named on my Wife and it is my 
further Will that my saide Executors shall make, Seal Sign and delivar unto purchuars of 
my Rale Estate in Lands Suffishant Deads or Deads of Convane unto the Byars tharof as 
sone as it can be done and it is my furthear will that my Wife Marey shall have for her 
mantanane and Suport as long as she remans my widow in Lew of Dowar the Interest of 
One Hundred and Fiftey Pounds Yearly to remove in the Hand of my other Exeutor With 
my Wife Marey named heraftar to be payed oute of my Rale and Personal Estate and it is 
my furthar Will that my wife Marey shall likewise have her all Waring Apperill and Bed 
and Beding and Spinning Whe'le and her Choise of al one of the cows and two Putar 
Dishes and one pot and three Spoons and one chest and Ten Pounds Hetcheled flax and 
Ten Pounds of tow and likewise Six Bushels of Rey of that that is Now Sowed in the 
Ground on my Rale Estate and it is my furthar Will that if my Wife should want and 
Standeth in neade for her Suport Whilst my Widow more then the Intrest of the One 
Hundred and fiftey Pounds then it is my Will that my othar Exeutor shall take a part of 
the One Hundred and fiftey Pounds at the Princupel if nead require it and it is my furthar 
Will that my wife Marey shall have the twelve Pounds that Philip Smith is In due me on 
Bond and likewise it is my Will that my wife shall have for hur use and my Sun Jacob and 
John Ann Marey and Modlin my Daughtor Share and Share Elike all my Living and 
Waling Cloth and Yorn all which my saide Wife is to have in full for hur Dowar and for 
the Residu of my Rale and Personal Estate it is my Will that it be Equaly divided betwene 
all my Childring to Witt Nin'e of them five Suns and fore Daughters Share and Share 
Alike equaley to be devided amunst them. Likewise the Residue of the Hundred and Fiftey 
Pounds if any remans aftar my Wife decese of hur Dowar to be equaley devided betwene 
my 9 childring as afore mentined. And I do make constitute and appoint, Ordane my 
Loving Wife Marey with my sun Philip shall be sole Exeuteres of this my last Will and 
Testement In Witness Wharof I have set my hand & Sole ) day and year above writtan 
Johannes Fluck ( seal) 


Signed Sealed and delivered by the Testator as and for his last Will and Testement in the 
Presents of us Whom Ware present at the signing and tharof 
Benjamin Seigel, Michael Bliler, John Jemison 


Philad April the 10th. 1771 Personally appeared Benjamin Seigle and Michael Bliler 
two of the Witnesses to the foregoing Will and on oath died declare that they saw and 
heard John Flook and Testator therein named sign seal, publish and ## declare the same 
Will for and as his Last Will and Testemant and at the Execution there of he was of sound 
disposing mind memory and Understanding to the best of their knowledge and belief 
Coram Benjamin Crew ( Reg. Gen.) 


Be it Remembered that on the Tenth day of April 1771 the last Will and Testemant of 
John Flook deceased in due form of law was proved and probate and Letters of 
Testamentary thereof were Granted to Mary Flook and Philip Flook Executors in the said 
Will named Being first duly sworn will and Truly to Administer the said deceaseds Estate 
and bring and inventory thereof into the register Generals Office at Philadelphia on or 
before the Tenth day of May next and render a True and Just Amount of the said 
Administration on or before the tenth day of April 1772 or when threto Legally required 
Givin under the Seal of the said Office 

Benjamin Chew ( Reg Gen) 


( the above has been copied from the will as recorded, and every attempt has been made 
to reproduce the same spelling, punctuation, and diction) 
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FLUCK 


Submitted by:Richard and Pat Fluck sunnyviewandgnv2@blueridge.net 


BUCKS 
COUNTY 
[John Philip] 
MAP 

TOwsHES The Will of John Philip Fluck, husband of Anna Barbara Kern. Their offspring were John 
ee yay Ht am (8/30/1750-12/9/1841), Christopher (1752-<1780), John Christian (2/8/1757-1809), John Caspar 
BRISTOL... (12/24/1758-8/20/1848), John Frederick (11/2/1832), John Philip (1/7/1763-2/13/1790), 
ep ae Elizabeth (11/24/1765-10/10/1862), Johan Adam (3/31/1768-<1773), Catharine (10/31/1769- 
DURHAM... <1780), and John Adam (6/20/1773-<1780). 
HAYCOCK.. 
Pan Bucks County, Pa., Willbook No. 4, p. 77 File No. 1636 Dated, January 10, 1780 
MAKEFIELD... 
ye IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN, January tenth 1780, I, Phillip (Flook) Fluck of Hilltown 
NEW BRITAIN... Township in the County of Bucks being sick in bed but of good and perfect memory Thanks be 
Moe MON to God Almighty and calling to Remembrance the uncertain and transitory life and that all flesh 
ayers must yield unto Death when it shall please God to call. Do make and declare this is my Will and 
QUAKERTOWN... Testament in manner and Form following- First, being penitant and sorry for my sins, most 
cient yey humbly desiring forgiveness of my sins, | command my soul unto Almighty God my Savior and 


SELLERSVILLE... 


Redeemer in whom and by whose Merits I trust and believe assuredly to be saved and to have 


i cpg ee full Remition and Forgiveness of all my Sins and to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven and my 
Sera LO Body I commit to the Earth to be decently buried at the Discression of my Executors hereafter 
UPPER _ named and for settling of my temporal Estate and such Goods and Chattels and debts as it has 
eer hee pleased God to bestow upon me. I do order and give and dispose the same in Form and Manner 
WARRINGTON... following: that is to say, Inprimis, I give and bequeath unto my beloved Wife All my Plantation 
den with the Stock and all Goods now in my possession for the raising of my Childering (Children) 


WRIGHTSTOWN 


c/s 
KS CYC 


THE BEGINNIN 


HOME 


SURNAMES 


until the youngest arrive to the age of Twenty-one--- Secondly, I order and it is my Will in case 
my Wife or Children die before the Youngest arrive unto the age of twenty one that my son 
Christian shall have my Plantation after paying unto my other Children, namely, John, Ludwick, 
Caspar, Frederick, Phillip, and Elisabeth as will be judged and allowed to be just by three 
independent and impartial Freeholders; and further | order that there be Vendue made and equal 
Devition (Division) of all my stock and movables amongst my Children or their Heirs after 
paying my lawful Debts out of my ready Money; now in hand. Item, I give further to my 
beloved Wife four hundred Pounds to be paid immediately after my Departure also that she shall 
have one room and Priviledge of the Kitchen as to render her life comfortable Bed and Beding 
One Chis Household Planishing as the other Executor will judge necessary also Fifteen Bushels 
Rye five Bushels Wheat four bushels Indian Corn five Bushels Buckwheat one Cow at her 
choice out of the Stock before the Vendue and sufficient Hay Pasture and Stable for the same 
and one Barreel of Sider when the Orchert bears and Liberty for to take and dry or make use of 
Apples as She stands in need. Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter Elisabeth before the 
Vendue her choice of all my Cows after Mother's choice; the above mentioned grain to be to be 
paid yearly and every year during her natural life------------- 


And I hereby make and appoint My beloved Wife Barber (Barbara) and John Flook (Fluck) my 
oldest son full and sole Executors of this my Last Will and Testament hereby revoking 
disannulling and making void all former Wills and Bequests by me made and declaring this only 
be my last Will and Testament. In Witness whereof I have interchangeable Set my Hand and 
Seal Day and Date first written in presence of Christian Kern, Matthias Hartman Phillip Fluck 
Signed Proved, June 13, 1780 by Christian Kern and Mathias Hartman 


John Hart. D. Reg. 
ee This website was created as a guide to the 
P.O. Box 235 history and genealogy of Bucks County. 
Revere PA 18953 All efforts have been made to be accurate 


and to document sources. Some of the 
material has been contributed and 
published, with permission, in good faith. I 
am always open to suggestions. Enjoy! 
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Ohio and Indiana descendants come from Casper Fluck. In 
1781 he married Catharine Huber (Hoover). They had nine 
children. Casper lived out the rest of his life in Bedford County 
Pennsylvania. According to the D.A.R. Patriot Index - Centennial 
Edition, Casper fought in the Revolutionary War. 

Casper's son Philip was born in 1788. In 1810, Philip married 
Mary Summers from neighboring Huntingdon County; and in 
1814, Philip, at the age of 26, homesteaded to Orange Township in 
Ashland County, Ohio. He purchased 160 acres of land, the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 16, through a land agent named 
William Bryan. In 1816 he brought his wife and four children to 
their new home in Ohio. According to one of Philip's biographies, 
they arrived on October 21st, 1816. 


TRAVEL TO OHIO 


In 1783, Forbes Road, became known as the Pennsylvania 
Road. It's route parallels the present day Pennsylvania Turnpike. It 
seems very likely that the Philip Fluke family headed out on this 
road to come to Ohio. A description of the Pennsylvania Road 
from Tunis's book, Frontier Living is as follows...rough, narrow 
and very, very slow. Its "paving" was plain dirt studded with 
boulders and stumps; the only artificial surface was in swampy 
spots. There, a bumpy corduroy road made of logs laid side by side 
had the only merit of bridging the utterly impassible. Streams had 
to be forded, but a ferry crossed the Monongahela River at 
Pittsburgh. The trail was anything but straight, it detoured around 
all large obstacles. 

In a description of Zane's Trace, later called the National 
Road, ( today it is the path of Interstate 70 across southern Ohio) 
the surface is described as follows.... the stumps of trees up to 
eighteen inches thick were left nine inches high ( yes, right in the 
roadbed) and trees larger than eighteen inches were cut fifteen 
inches high. However, their stumps were "rounded and trimmed so 
as to present no serious obstacles to carriages"... 


Emicration ox Unit. Val. 2p. 0. 


In about 1790, three of the Flucks homesteaded to what was | 
then the western frontier - Bedford County Pennsylvania. John | 
Fluck, Casper Fluck and Lewis (Ludwig) Fluck became pioneers. 
The relationship of these three is not clear. It seems that Casper 
and Lewis were brothers - sons of Philip Fluck; Johannes's oldest 
child. The John Fluke that came with them could be their brother 
or their uncle. Both generation's have a John Fluck and both were 
born in the same year - 1750. 

It is known that John Fluck settled in Hopewell Township 
and Casper and Lewis settled in Saxton; both these small towns 
still exist in Bedford County Pennsylvania today - very near the 
Breezewood exit on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 
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Mar 6. MAIN-TRAVELED ROADS, 1820 
tient information in John Kilbourn, The Ohio Gazetteer (Columbus, 1819). 


Nap Ot main roads existing in Ohio in 1820; ae years after price 
and Mary Fluke arrive in Ashland County. Ashland County is 
formed in 1846 from western Wayne County and eastern Richland 
County. 
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This illustration shows the end of F orbes's road on the bank of 
the Monongahela River opposite Pittsburgh in about 1800. 
Here travelers crossed the river on a flatboat ferry. It seems 
very possible that Philip Fluke and his family may have used 
this route since Forbes Road passed very near their home in 
Bedford County Pennsylvania. 
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...the magnificence of the untouched natural forest....the 
unanimous reports of the white people who first invaded it are of 
gloom, oppressive silence and unrelieved loneliness. It seemed 
empty. There were woodpeckers, but almost none of our familiar 
songbirds; the grass and weed seeds they feed on did not grow in 
the forest. 

The trace, or path they followed, if there was any, was no 
more than a footpath. On either side of the path stood trees that 
quite commonly had trunks five and six feet thick, towering more 
than a hundred feet high, with foliage so dense almost no sunlight 
reached the ground. 
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Fluke Family Narrative History 


Fluke family genealogists have discovered that Johannes Fluck and his wife Anna 
Mary (Dui) came from the Rhine River valley in the region around the city of Mainz. It is 
known that Johannes, his wife and five oldest children probably traveled on the Rhine 
River to the Port of Rotterdam in Holland in the year 1744. Records show that they sailed 
to America - the British colonies - on a ship named the Phoenix. They arrived in the port of 
Philadelphia on October 20th 1744. 

After their arrival in 1744 there is a span of about 25 years until there is a record of 
purchase of a tract of land in Rockhill Township in Bucks County Pennsylvania. Not much 
is known about the family's existence during that period. 

The next two generations of Fluck's ( Fluke - surname spelling changes at some 
point during this time) become established in Bucks County - Rockhill Township and 
later in the Bedford County area of Pennsylvania. There are many pieces of evidence of the 
family's activities - Fluke family members were active in their churches and also left a 
documented trail of the usual legal transactions - wills, land transfers, graves in cemeteries 
and military service. 

Of our direct ancestors, Johannes and his oldest son Philip lived their entire lives, 
died and are buried in Bucks Co. Pennsylvania. Casper (Caspar) moved west to the 
Bedford Co. Pa region in approximately 1790. In 1814 his son Philip Fluke began the 
purchase of land in Orange Township in Ashland County Ohio. In 1816 Philip brought his 
wife and four children to their new home in Ohio. It appears that they came over land 
probably in a covered wagon. An 1861 Ashland County pioneer history states in Philip's 
biography that they arrived on Oct. 21st 1816. The fourth child Philip was born in 1816, so 
Mary Fluke either made the trip while very pregnant or with a very young baby. 

Philip settled on the land he was purchasing -the southeast quarter of section 16 in Orange 
Township in Ashland County. Ohio had become a state in 1803. Settlement of the state 
occurred gradually from the southeast at Marietta to the northwest generally. The same is 


true for Ashland County too. Settlers arriving first in the south end of the county and 


gradually spreading north. It is reported that in the winter of 1814 there were five white 
families in Orange township. Settlers and their families steadily arrived. Philip and his 
family in 1816. The village of Orange (now known as Nankin did not exist) there were no 
roads in northern Ashland County in 1816. The Leidigh's mill began operation in March of 
1816. It was the first mill in Orange township. It was about two miles west of Philip's cabin. 

Ninety-seven percent of the land in Ohio at this time was covered with dense, 
mature, virgin hardwood forest -- oak, maple, beech, hickory, chestnut and walnut. Philip 
cleared the forest and established a farm. In his biography Philip states that "his 
experiences in the wilderness of Orange Township as embracing the happiest period of his 
life." 

Reports state that upon their arrival Philip and his family stayed with the Martin 
Hester family, their cabin being located just to the south of Philip's quarter section. 
Because of bad weather it was three days till a cabin could be raised . Aunt Chloe Fluke, 
who lived on the Fluke homestead for many years, reported that she thought the cabin 
stood at the corner of what is now State route 58 and the township road 782. It is 
interesting to note that in a 1874 Orange township map the Fluke homestead shows three 
structures - one where the brick home stood, the existing red barn and a third building 
right in the corner of the intersection. This could be the remains of the original log cabin. 
In the 1914 obituary of John - the youngest of Philip's eleven children, it states that he died 
at home just a few rods from the location of the log cabin where he was born. (Rod - is 
approx. 16 feet in length) 

Land records from the National Archives in Washington D.C. show that Philip 
bought his 160 acres through the provisions of the Harrison Land Act of 1800. He began 
payments in 1814 and made four yearly payments paying off the cost of $334.90 in 1818. 
The sheepskin deed issued to Philip Fluke, signed by President James Monroe is dated 
March 11th 1818. This sheepskin deed still exists and is in wonderful condition. It is now in 
the possession of the current owner of the farm. It is exciting to see and hold this document 


knowing that in 1818 it was safely tucked away in the Fluke cabin. 
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This is a drawing of a typical log cabin. It is from the 1880 Hill's - 
History of Ashland County. 
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nterteed rss A portion of the map of Orange Township in Ashland County - 


from the 1874 Ashland County Atlas. 


Life in the log cabin would have been difficult. In the History of Ashland County 
Ohio 1880 by George W. Hill, there was a report made by Henry Fluke, the oldest son of 
Philip and Mary. At an Ashland County Early Pioneer Society meeting in September 1875, 


Henry told memories of his childhood: 


"When his father's family located on a branch of the Mohican River 
(Orange Creek) in Orange Township and for several years afterwards, it was 
the custom of the Delaware Indians, from Black River and the Firelands, on 
the Western Reserve, to pass up and down the old trail, (State Route 58) 
which ran near his father's cabin with peltry and furs, on their way to 
Pittsburgh and other trading points, to exchange the same for blankets, 
ammunition, and other necessaries. They often camped on the bottom, in the 
Fall to hunt, and in the Spring to make sugar. At that period they were 
harmless of any intent to injure their white neighbors. They occasionally 
poached upon the swine and fowls of the pioneers, but this was a rare 
occurrence. Mr. Fluke stated that on such visits it was the habit of his 
mother, on seeing the approach of the savages, to draw in the latch string of 
the cabin door, that no temptation to enter might be given to the Indians. 
They were never disturbed in any way, except for the loss of a few fine 
shoats." 


Henry Fluke died on December 17, 1875; three months after giving this report. In the same 
book there are biographical sketches of Fluke family members of this generation. Besides 
the above cited report by Henry there are also brief reports on Philip and Mary Fluke and 
two other sons - David and John. 

Other quotes about Philip and Mary's early life: ''The entire district was covered 
with heavy timber and wild beasts (including wolves) roamed the woods, and even around 
the cabin at night..... but they were vigorous and hard working people and overcame their 
hardships." 

Their remaining seven children were born after settling in Ohio - Catherine in 1819 
and on until John in 1831. As sons started adult life each was given 100 acres of land from 
the tracts that Philip had cleared, at one point he owned 800 acres. Each daughter was 
given $1000 when she married. 

Eleven children in a log cabin seems like more than a house full. At some point a 


brick home was built probably in the 1820's or possibly early 1830's. The brick home that 
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Philip built is described as an outstanding home at that time. The bricks for the home were 
very likely made right on the farm. The 1874 Orange County Atlas shows that the farm 
had "excellent sand" available in Orange Creek. This is literally a "stone's throw" from 
the house. Northern Ashland County also has plentiful clay deposits for the manufacture of 
brick. In Mary Swan Fluke's book on the Fluke family, she reports that early family 
members tell that the brick home was built in memory of an earlier home in Bedford 
County Pa. A drawing of the Fluke brick home is in the 1874 Ashland County Atlas. In a 
conversation in August 1998 with the current owner of the farm it was learned that this 
brick house was located in what is now the front yard of the current home ( an 1877 white 
frame Victorian house) . The current owner reports that in dry weather the grass turns 
brown over the foundation outline of the brick house. The owner learned of the existence 
of the brick home from Eugene Fluke. Eugene came over one day after a Fluke reunion to 
ask about any indicators of the brick home. Eugene Fluke was a great grandson of Philip 
Fluke. 

Completed in 1877 was the construction of a large white Victorian wooden frame 
house. After the completion of this home the brick home was apparently torn down. There 
is no record of a fire. Those early home fired brick were quite soft and tended to crumble. 
Philip and Mary Fluke both died in 1866, within six weeks of each other. They are buried 
side by side in St. Luke's cemetery about 2 miles west of their farm. Their youngest son 
John inherited the home farm and had this Victorian house built for his wife Elizabeth. 
Older generations of Fluke's give wonderful descriptions of the interior of this new Fluke 
home - curving stairway, lovely woodwork, 15 foot ceilings with fancy plaster details, 9 foot 
doors, curving archway with pocket doors between the dining room and sitting room, a 
parior and bay windows in two rooms. This house still stands on the farm today and is 
amazingly good shape at the age of 123 years old. The original 160 acre quarter section that 
Philip purchased is also mostly intact, on current tax maps the acreage is listed at 155 acres 


and it is still being farmed, producing crops of soybeans, corn and hay. 
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home that was 
constructed by 
John Fluke - 
Philip's youngest 
child. Photo is 
from 1887. 
John Fluke 
is the figure 
on far left. 
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PHILIP FLUKE 


was born in the year 1791 in the state of Pennsylvania, Bedford county. He married in or 
about the year 1810, to Miss Mary Summers. To them were born eleven children, seven 
sons and four daughters -- Henry, born 1811; Lewis, born 1813; Samuel, born 1814: Philip, 
born 1816; Catherine, born 1819; Jacob, born 1820; David, born 1822; Eliza, born 1825; 
Lucinda, born 1826; Margaret, born 1829; John, born 1831. He came to what is now 
Orange township, and made permanent settlement immediately in the woods with no 
traces whatever of civilization. Here he began life in earnest. He immediately set about the 
erection of a rude log cabin, in which to shelter his little family. This done, he at once proceeded 
to clear up and improve his pioneer home, and by his strong will and earnest determination 
to conquer, the forest was so made to give way, and waving fields of grain soon told that 
his intentions had been fully executed. Here he reared and educated his family, and each 
year, as he was prospered, he kept constantly adding more acres to his first purchase, until he 
had accumulated eight hundred acres of valuable lands, and as each son left the parental 
roof, the father presented him with a farm of one hundred acres. Our subject departed this 
life in the year{1876, surviving his wife but six weeks. This worthy aged couple now lie 
sleeping side by sid¢ in the old St. Luke cemetery, and are deserving of a kind remembrance. 
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Biographical sketch of Philip Fluke from the 1880 - History of Ashland County, Ohio 
by G William Hill. M.D 
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Philip Fluke was born in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, in 1791. 
about 1810 he was married to Mary Summers, who became his companion 
for a lifetime. They raised a family of cleven children, seven sons and 
four daughters, as follows: Henry, Lewis, Samuel, Philip, Catharine, 
Jacob, David, Eliza, Lucinda, Margaret, and John. Some few years 
after his marriage he emigrated to Ohio, and settled in what is now 
Orange township, Ashland county,—in that day a wilderness of heavy 
timber, with few if any settlers. Hard work was to be done, as was 
expected, before a comfortable home could be had, but neither Mr. 
nor Mrs. Fluke were persons to flinch from an undertaking they had 
commenced. The first work to be done was the erection of a small 
log cabin to shelter the family from the storms and protect them from 
the attack of wolves and other wild animals, which nightly prowled 
about the lonely cabin. As soon as a home was built, the sturdy 
father made an onslaught on the forest, and every blow of his ringing 
axe accomplished something toward removing the heavy timber and 
preparing a place where could be planted corn and the future subsist- 
ence of the family provided for. In time, the land was cleared and im- 
proved, but during the most of his long life there was still hard work 
to be done. 

As soon as Mr. Fluke had improved the land included in his first 
purchase, he added to it acre by acre, until he possessed eight hundred 
acres of valuable lands. His family gradually increased, but soon the 
elder children became his assistants, and as they grew to maturity and 
desired to have homes of their own, he gave to each son one hundred 
acres of improved land, on which to commence life. His aim in life 
had been accomplished, and his children would never be compelled to 
begin, as he had done, in an unbroken wilderness. He departed this 
life in 1876, surviving his beloved wife but six weeks. Both sleep their 
last sleep side by side in St. Luke's cemetery, their names and virtues 
being held in loving remembrance by their children and other relatives 
who are left behind. 

Henry Fluke, the eldest child of Philip and Mary Fluke, was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1811, and when a small boy accompanied his parents 
to their new home in Ohio, where he grew to manhood, and performed 
his part in the pioneer work of the county. He was married in 1836 
to Margaret Switzer, and raised four children: Mary Ann, Wilson, 
Amanda and Enos, all of whom left the parental roof except the elder 
son, Wilson. He was an energetic, industrions and frugal man, 
esteemed by all who know him. He died in December, 1875, leaving 
his widow and his son Wilson, who cares for his mother in her declin- 
ing years, on the home farm in Orange township. 


In 
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Lewis Fluke was born in 1813, and died at the old home, unmarried, 
in 1844. 

Samucl Fluke was born in 1814, and lived in the vicinity of his fath- 
cr’s family until 1874 or '75, when he removed to Iowa, where he now 
resides. 

Philip Fluke, jr., was born in 1816, and removed to Indiana about 
1845, when that State was new and almost unsettled. He was by 
trade a tanner, and in that business accumulated a good property, but 
is now retired, and still lives in Indiana. 

Catharine Fluke was born in 1819, April rst, at the old homestead, 
where she lived until the time of her marriage to Abraham Fast, Jan- 
uary 23, 1840, when she removed to his home on the Troy and Ash- 
land road, where she now resides with her son Byron, who manages 
the farm and cares for his mother. She raised a family of three sons 
and two daughters, who are now living: Wilson A., Jennie E., Jud- 
son L., Byron F., and Mary B. The daughters are married and live 
Judson lives in Nevada, unmarried, and Byron remains 
Three other children of Mrs. Fast—Melissa A., 
Mr. Fast, her husband, died 


in the west. 
at home, also single. 
James I., and Rollin,—died in infancy. 
November 28, 1862, aged forty-six vears. 

Jacob Fluke was born in 1820, married, and lives on the farm ad- 
joining his brother John’s, in Orange township. 

David Fluke was born in Orange township in the year 1822, and 
lived on the home farm until his marriage, in 1845, to Miss Hannah 
Stine. They had five children: Lucinda, Celia Ann, Laura Jane, 
Perry M., and a son who died in infancy, unnamed. Mr. Fluke died 
in the fall of 1866, and his widow remains on the farm with her children, 
Laura and Perry, who care for their mother in her declining years. 

Eliza Fluke was born in Orange township in 1825. She married 
David Campbell, and now lives in Iowa. 

Lucinda Fluke was born in 1826, at the old Fluke homestead. She 
married Lewis Mason, and after a few years deceased. 

Margaret Fluke was born in 1829. She married John Sherick, and 
lives in Orange township. 

John Fluke, the youngest meinber of the family, was born in 1831. 
He remained with his parents, caring for them until their death. No- 
vember 24, 1864, he was married to Elizabeth McDowell, by whom he 
had three children: James S., Mary S., and Esther C. Mary died 
when five years of age. The wife and mother died February 15, 1879, 
and Mr. Fluke was a second time married to Freelia A. Thomas, Feb- 


ruary 5, 1880. ‘They live on a part of the home farm, where they have 


a good home. 
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Philip Fluke 


Mary Summers Fluke 


Stewpot, skillet, and gridiron 


Sheet-iron corn grater 


MARY SUMMERS FLUKE 


Philip's wife - Mary Summers Fluke -- pioneer wife and mother to eleven children. 
What a good, capable woman she must have been to raise all eleven children to adulthood 
in those hard and dangerous times in the Ohio frontier. In the photograph of her she is in 
her good dress with a lace bonnet. Look at her hands. She has the huge work - swollen 
hands of someone who does long hours of heavy physical labor. She chopped wood, 
worked a large garden, cooked with heavy cast iron pots and pans over an open fire and 
washed clothes in a tub with a washboard; just a few of the responsibilities of a pioneer 
woman. In Mary Swan Fluke's book on the Flukes she quotes several of the statements 


made about Philip's wife: 


"IT remember her as the most lovely, gentle, quiet, unassuming person I 
ever knew and if any of us have any fierceness or ugly streaks, we 
certainly never inherited such from her." -Enos Fluke 


"Grandma was so good." - Anna MacDowell 


"tT remember her as the gentlest and most even tempered person 
I ever knew." - John Taylor 


"My grandmother was a large, fleshy woman and I thought she was very 
pretty and I would sit and look at her."' - Amanda Vermilya 


Others remember her taking them by the hand and leading them to the 
old sugar barrel to pick out sugar lumps. 


Her pastor said at her funeral, Would be to God that there were more 


mothers in Israel like her." 


It is known from old deeds that they were read to her, and she signed them by her mark, 


before witnesses. This is not unusual in those days, for a woman not to be able to read-or 


write. 
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Text of letter dictated by Amanda Fluke Vermilya to her husband Sydney S. 
Vermilya in August 1929. This letter was sent to Mrs. J. T. Fluke. ( Mrs. 
Josiah Fluke - Aunt Chloe) To be read at the Fluke Reunion. Amanda Fluke 
Vermilya was the daughter of Henry Fluke; the oldest son of Philip and 
Mary Fluke. Amanda was born on May 31, 1842. At the time of this letter 
she is 87 years old. The letter is actually written by her husband Sydney 
Vermilya. Sydney was born in 1836 and is 93 at the time he wrote this 
letter. ( Photo copy of the hand written letter is included) Text as follows: 


( Dictated by ] 


Mrs. Amanda Vermilya) 


The Fluke Reunion, 

My Grandfather 

Philip Fluke came to 
Ashland Co. from 
Huntingdon County 

Pa. and built a shack 

on a branch of the Mohican 
river and returned to Pa. 
and got his family. they 
traveled covered wagon. and 
the last day of the journey 
they had to cut their way 
through the forest 

he settled on a tract of 
about 160 acres 

which he afterwards add too 
till he had 800 ac, which he 
divided among his sons. Ten 


children, (*) four daughters and six sons 


Samuel, Henry, David, 
Jacob, Philip, Louis 

and John, he divided his 
land among his children 
around him 

his daughters Margaret 
married John Sharack 
Lucinda married Louis 
Mason. Catherine 
married Abraham Fast. 
Eliza married Daniel 
Campbell (?). The daughters 
all settled near the old 
home. One son Louis 
was thrown from a horse 
and killed. Philip Fluke 
was a tall straight and 
very energetic man. 


(*) the letter says ten children; there were eleven children and all eleven are 


named on the next page of the letter. 


This letter is extremely valuable in the study of genealogy. It is considered a 
"first source" - in that we have written descriptions by a person who actually 
knew Philip and Mary Fluke. Through this letter we can really know 
something about our ancestors who were born in 1788 and 1790. 


= 


He was a lover of 

good horses and a 

good judge of them 

and mostly went on 
horseback. 

My Grand Mother was 

a large fleshy woman 
and I thought she was 
very pretty and I would 
sit and look at her. 

He build a large brick 
house on the hill one 

of the best in that section 
and had a large orchard 
of apples and peaches all 
good fruit and down ina 
ravine he had an orchard 
of plums. 


4 


Henry Fluke married 
Margaret Switzer 

they had four children 
Mary Ann, Wilson, 
Amanda and Enos. 

Mary Ann married David 


Gordon they had three children 


Ada, Victor and John. 
Ada married Quincy 
Icher. Victor married 
and lives in Sulivan. 
John married and lives 
near Polk. 
Wilson never married 
he died on the old farm. 
Amanda married Sidney 
S. Vermilya they had six 
children five sons and a 
daughter. 


b) 6 


Owen he (?) lives in Fremont They live in Saint 

has one daughter not married. Petersburg Fla. 

Henry Arthur lives at came here in 1910 
Dunbridge O. had four for a few years they 

sons and one daughter. spent the winters here 
William Burton lives and the summers in 

at Belmore O., had two sons Bowling Green Ohio. 
and a daughter. Mrs. V. has been troubled 
Charles Enos lives at with nervous pains in 
Syracuse N.Y. has three her head and limbs for 
children a son and two daughter. several years quite badly. 
Edgar Lewis lives in She is eighty seven past. 
Fremont has three children She gets more than her 

a son and two daughters. share of pain. I do not 
Mary is not married have any pains. I am 

and lives in St. Peterburg ninety three but I have 
Fla. she is house keeper dizzy spells. 

for her parents. SSV 


to the secretary 


I have no excuses 

to make. This is the first 
of the kind and probably 
will be the last what you 
cannot make out guess 
at it. 


Amanda Vermilya died on March 31, 1937; eight years after she dictated 
this letter to her husband. She was almost 95 years old. Sydney Vermilya 
died Dec. 22, 1929. Four months after writing this letter. He was 93 years 
old. 


My Father’s Story of His Grandfather 
Taken down by Mary Kathleen Fluke Blackmar 


From Enos Fluke on his 90" birthday 
June 17”, 1935, at Walker, Minnesota 


(Note: This narrative is by Enos Fluke, the youngest of Henry Fluke’s four children. 
Henry is the oldest of Philip and Mary Fluke’s eleven children. Mary Kathleen Fluke 
Blackmar, the recorder, is the oldest of Enos’s five children. This narrative is Enos’s 
memories of his Grandfather, Philip Fluke of Ashland County, Ohio.) 


My grandfather, Philip Fluke, came out from Pennsylvania in 1816, driving a Conestoga 
wagon, in which rode my father, then five years old, along with a load of seed grain, a 
variety of tools, and some pieces of household furniture. Behind the wagon rode 
grandmother on horseback, carrying a baby in her arms, and beside her walked two good 
COWS. 


When they got to Ohio, they came into a forest so thick they couldn’t drive the wagon 
between the trees, but Grandfather had his axe and his frow with him, and went to work. 
A frow is a sort of tool like a combination of axe, wedge, and pry, with a thick straight 
solid blade a little like a scythe with a hole in the end, having a short upright post or 
handle fitted in. He could take his maul and drive this tool into a log, then pry with the 
handle and split off a shingle three feet long, sometimes called a clapboard. Right away 
he made a shaving horse, then went to work to cut down trees and make hewn logs and 
puncheons or slabs for floors and benches and the like. Soon he had a house built with 
hewn log walls, a puncheon floor and a clapboard roof. Later, as winter came down, he 
made my father a sled with good runners thirty inches long. To make com meal he cut 
down a good tree to make a nice stump, brought coals and bummed out a “bird’s nest” in 
the top, then bent down a long limber sapling and ties a pestle to it. Placing corn in the 
birds nest, he, or whoever could best be spared from heavy work, kept pounding till the 
corn was ground to meal. 


By the time my father was grown, Grandfather had 1100 acres of good land with well 
cleared fields, red and white cattle good for both milk and beef, and a red bull named 
Marshall Ney. The Yankees from the Western Reserve who lived on salt pork and not 
much else in the opinion of our well fed “Dutch” came down into our country selling rat 
traps and the like, and my Grandpa sold them all sorts of good farm produce and got rich 
doing it. Some of our Pennsylvania Dutch girls went up at times to work at Huntington 
and other Yankee towns, and nearly starved to death, for among us good food was a habit 
and we always lived on the fat of the land. 


I remember riding up into that country on loads of wheat my Grandpa had sold to 
different ones who couldn’t raise much on their own land but sheep. It was one of these 
trips when we were taking a load of grain to Wellington that I first saw a train. A very 
strange noise was heard, and my Uncle John said, “That’s the railroad! The train is 


coming!” We ran like anything and saw it rattle past us, an astonishing sight. The 
engineer sat up all proud, holding the throttle of the tiny engine. Several little coaches 
drew far apart with their link and pin couplings; the gaps between the coaches were 
bridged by boards. I went right over to the bookstore and tried to buy a book about 
railroads, but the store man told me no such book was printed. 


Indians often stopped at Grandpa’s and wanted food. He treated them well and they all 
liked him. Grandma spun and wove. | have seen the spinning wheels going and the 
looms at work. There were wild pigs in the woods, and sometimes the deer would come 
and nibble at the fallen trees while the men were working in the timber. My father 
remembered things like that, and the wild turkeys roosting in the trees, and the panthers, 
they slunk along the edge of the timber after people walking or riding in the trails, 
whining like hungry children. When I was little my head was full of tales about wild 
animals and even familiar places held a feel of danger. Once when I was walking along 
the creek, in the early dusk, something rushed by my shoulder with a ternfying roar, but 
it turned out to be only our old dog, frolicking. We boys found bee-trees in the woods, 
and once I found a dug-out and sailed it in the “crick” where there was open water. All 
the boys learned very early to handle firearms. One of my early occupations was to shoot 
woodpeckers out of the orchard with a rifle or pistol; I did not like a shotgun. After I had 
left home and gone out west, I came back once and one day a crowd of fellows treed a 
squirrel. “Wait till I get my revolver”, I said, and I shot I from where I stood, right 
through the head. By the time I could handle a gun, Grandpa had all kinds of fruit trees 
planted and come to bearing age, many kinds of apples, peaches, cherries and plums. 


By this time too the first log house had given place to a big new brick one built on a high 
hill. Grandfather made the bricks from clay he found on his own land, and baked them in 
his own kiln, the remains of which may still be seen in an out-of-the-way comer of the 
old farm. It was a very good house. The front door was beautiful with side lights and 
transom, and a vine carved in the wood. The hall ran right through the middle of the 
house to a big back porch that led to, and was really a part of, the kitchen. The hall had a 
winding stair with a banister and fine dark spindles. A very tall clock with brass 
pinnacles stood in the angle of the first landing. On one side of the hall was a parlor with 
a big fireplace and a mantle, painted a dark bluish green and carved to simulate books. In 
the fireplace were brass dog-irons with big round tops, a crane, a long poker, a shovel and 
big brass tongs. Across the hall was the best parlor, with all kinds of nice furniture, and 
another fireplace (which I do not remember quite so well) and a dulcimer that Uncle John 
played on. Upstairs were four or five bedrooms. In the kitchen all the cooking was done 
on the fireplace. Always, as soon as | arrived for a visit from my father’s place, about a 
mile away, Grandma would come in with a little basket holding cookies, plums or other 
knickknacks, and say, “Here is a little something for you, Enie”. She was a nice woman. 


Near the house was a great paled garden where everything grew, all kinds of vegetables, 
berries and herbs. Pole beans grew on the corn, honey and maple molasses were made, 
and sometimes sorghum flocks of chickens produced the eggs that could be traded at the 
store for almost any needed groceries, so very little food was bought. The big brick 


smokehouse stood near at hand. Butchering took place before Christmas, and then we 
reveled in homemade sausage, headcheese, scrapple, and spareribs. 


Lard was made in enormous kettles out of doors, and all the scraps of fat, including the 
cracklings, went into the soapfat barrel. In the smoke house a fire of carefully chosen 
wood was built on the floor, and up above it hung the hams and shoulders and sides of 
pork, and sometimes pieces of beef and sausage, until they reached the perfection of 
sweet smokiness in flavor. A big hogshead of “mess-pork” always stood on the floor of 
the smokehouse. 


Soapmaking was another piece of outdoor work. The wood ashes from the fireplaces 
were kept in a hopper and leached into lye. The lye was mixed with all the bits of waste 
fat, and boiled hard in great kettles out of doors. When boiling was done, slabs of solid 
brown soap could be cut from the top, and undermeath was the “soft soap”, dark and 
gluey, to be stored away in tubs and kept for the coarser uses. The good beef tallow was 
saved for candles, which were run in moulds. 


The women spent a lot of time preserving the winter supply of food. Grandma dried 
apples and peaches and berries from the garden and from the woods. She parboiled sweet 
corn, cut it from the cob, and spread it out to dry in the sun, on the top of the woodshed 
out of the reach of chickens, dog, or cats. (Germs didn’t bother them much, those days). 
The use of ice was uncommon, so was canning. I doubt if Grandmother canned anything. 
My mother put up a few things in earthen jars, tying cloths over the jars and pouring 
melted sealing wax over the cloths. Later she had a few jars with tin lids, which fitted 
into a groove, the groove to be filled with wax. Everyone made sauerkraut. All the 
family took part in slicing the cabbage, and stamping it down in the kegs. We boys ate 
cores until our throats felt full of the sharpest knives. 


Making the winter supply of apple butter was a kind of festival. First an “apple paring” 
was held, a sort of neighborhood party with lots of fun and a big supper. While the 
apples were paring, a barrel of cider would be boiling down in an enormous copper 
kettle, usually owned in partnership by several neighbor families. When the cider was 
half boiled away, the quartered apples were thrown in, and some one was appointed to 
the tedious task of stirring. Stirring the kettle was not an easy task, it went on for hours, 
so the guests took it in turn while the others frolicked, danced, made love, or told each 
others’ fortunes with the apple seeds and skins. The stirrer held a special tool, a 
perforated board with a long handle fitted to it at right angles. This scrapped the bottom 
of the kettle arid led let the sauce run through, and also let the stirrer stand at a 
comfortable distance from the hotly burning logs. Not until the “butter” was a rich deep 
brown, thick and pulpy, with no trace of clear cider showing at the edge of the lifted 
ladle’s rim, was it called done, and the fire allowed to die. 


People needed to go to town but seldom, even in my father’s time. Big peddler’s 
wagons, loaded with tin and hardware and many small household tools, called at the 
farms from time to time, driven by enterprising Yankees, whose twangy voices and close 
trading ways seemed funny to our folks. 


My grandfather raised a family of eleven children, of whom my father was the eldest, and 
Uncle John, my favorite uncle, was the youngest, a fine looking, elegant, companionable 
man, most like his father of any of the brothers. Grandpa could do any kind of hard work 
with an axe or other heavy tool, then go to church or sit in his own parlor looking like a 
prince. He had no set doctrines or forms of religion, but went to meeting at the German 
Reformed church and entertained the ministers. Sometimes he would go to “Camp 
Meeting” or revivals, where religious talk was loud and turbulent, and afterwards would 
say it moved him not at all. He never got mad, or did anything amiss, but lived like a 
gentleman at all times whether among the Indians, his neighbors, or his animals. He gave 
to each of his sons 100 acres of land (or perhaps it would be truer to say he made them 
buy it, for he aimed that all his boys should learn to work), and to each of his daughters a 
thousand dollars in cash. One son, who in his childish capering had run too near his 
father’s axe, he gave money instead of land. That son took his portion and went to the 
Far West. He was the only one who ventured out or ever grew rich. 


Uncle John married and lived on in his father’s house and his father’s ways. But his wife 
was delicate and went into consumption. She took a fancy that the brick walls of the old 

house were damp and would be deadly to her. So Uncle John, fine gentlemen and lover, 

tore down his father’s proud old house and put up in its place on the hill a tall, dry glassy 
dwelling, with high windows and white wood. But his wife died, after all. 


{Mary K. Fluke Blackmar — as taken down on my father’s 90" birthday, June 17, 1935, at 
Walker, Minn. | 
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The Harrison Land Act and the Settlement of Ohio 


Ohio became a state in 1803. One of the factors that had to be met in 
order for a territory to gain statehood was a certain number of inhabitants 
must make up the population. So prior to 1803 settlers were moving into 
the land that eventually became the state of Ohio. 

Several groups of emigrants came to Ohio with claims that gave them 
preferred treatment in the acquiring of land. 

-Virginia Military District- this was an area of Ohio land reserved to 

satisfy the land warrants that the state of Virginia issued to 

compensate her Revolutionary War veterans. 
-United States Military District- land grants in Ohio from the 

National government to reward soldiers. 

-Refugee Tract- land to compensate Canadians who had suffered loss 
because of sympathy for the American cause during the Revolution. 
-The Fire Lands- a half-million acres set aside for the benefit of 
citizens of Connecticut who had suffered loss during the War. 


There were large tracts of land in Ohio that were controlled by "Land 
Companies" such as: 

-The Ohio Company 

-The Connecticut Western Reserve 

-The Symmes Purchase (Miami Purchase) 

-The Seven Ranges (?) 

The land companies were in the business of land speculation and used 
newspaper stories, advertisements and agents to sell land to settlers in their 
tracts on their terms. 

It was stated that any land in Ohio, that was not included in any of the 
grant tracts or private companies, belonged to the federal government. 
These regions were referred to as "Congress Lands" and made up 
considerably less than half of the area of Ohio. Even within the Congress 
Lands large tracts were purchased by Easterners who held them for a rise in 
price. 


The Land Act of 1796 


Prior to statehood for Ohio, the Land Act of 1796 was the current 
government rule, it provided for the following: 
- a surveyor general 


- that all land east of the mouth of the Kentucky river be surveyed 
into townships six miles square. 

- called for the reservation of salt springs 

- doubled the minimum land price to $2.00 per acre 

- set the minimum acreage for sale at 640 acres 

- placed land offices at Pittsburgh and Cincinnati 

- payment of the land cost must be made in one year. 


The advantage of the 1796 Act was that it provided for convenient access to 
land offices. The disadvantage was that the 640 acre minimum was too large 
to be affordable to the average settler. 


Land Act of 1800 


This land Act was proposed and shepherded through Congress by 
William Henry Harrison, the territorial delegate to Congress from the 
Northwest Territory. The important characteristic of this Act was that it 
considered the needs of the settlers rather than the immediate financial 
returns to the government. Specifically it provided the following: 

- establishment of four land offices; Cincinnati, Chillicothe, Marietta, 

and Steubenville. In 1803 an office was opened in Zanesville. In 
1813 a land office was opened at Wooster. And later, when the 
Indians were pushed out of northwest Ohio and settlers moved in, 
offices were opened in Piqua and Tiffin. 

- the Act of 1800 sold remaining Congress lands east of the Musk- 
ingum River in sections - 640 acres or more but west of the 
Muskingum alternate sections were divided into half-sections - 320 
acres. In 1804 the minimum acreage was reduced to 160 acres and 
to 80 acres in 1817. 

- The law provided that sales should be opened by public auction 

lasting for three weeks with $2.00 as the minimum price per acre. 

- After this sale was closed, the unpurchased lands were open for 
private sale at the minimum price. 

- Dates for the auctions at the various land offices were arranged so 
that one might attend them all in succession without inconvenience. 

- the terms of sale were as follows; If the purchaser paid cash he was 
entitled to an 8% discount. If he contracted to make payments of 
four yearly installments he was charged 6% interest. (it is estimated 
that the difference between the two methods of purchase would be 


about $140 on a half-section.) 


The Land Act of 1800 and its amendments in 1804 and after showed a 
new attitude on the part of Congress. The interests of the settlers was a 
prime concern rather than the land as simply a source of revenue. 


Land Office Business 


Over eleven million acres of Congress Lands were offered by the 
land offices of Steubenville, Marietta, Zanesville, Chillicothe, Cincinnati 
and Wooster. 

- one third of that 11 million acres was sold by 1812 

- over half was sold by 1817 

- only one third remained unsold by 1821] 

- during the five years from 1812 to 1817 almost three million acres, 

a quarter of the total, were sold to those settlers who came to Ohio 
in what is termed the "Great Migration". 

- Steubenville, Cincinnati, and Wooster land offices sold 76% of their 

holdings by 1821 
- Zanesville sold 54%, Chillicothe sold 46% and Marietta 16%. 


The total sales to 1821 of more than seven million acres can be pictured as 
46,000 farm homes of 160 acres. 


Deciding to Come to Ohio 


The early settlers to Ohio had a variety of reasons for traveling to the 
frontier and starting a life in Ohio. Certainly the Land Act of 1800 would 
have been a deciding factor. Sometimes a family member would come to 
the frontier and "spy out" the land and then report back to family members 
back east. Soldiers returning from Indian campaigns or the War of 1812 told 
of the rich, fertile land in Ohio. The newspapers reported on the new 
territories and published the accounts of travelers upon their return from 
seeing the frontier. The various Land Companies published information, 
advertisements and emigrant guides about their tracts of available land in 
the Ohio country. 


Source: The History of the State of Ohio, (in six volumes) 
Volume II The Frontier State 1803 - 1835, by William T. Utter 
published under the auspices of the Ohio State Archaeological and 


Historical Society. Columbus, Ohio. 1942 


The Harrison Land Act of 1800 was instrumental in the settlement of Ohio 
and certainly the area that now makes up Ashland County. From the map of 
Land Subdivisions (attached) it appears that the majority of the Ashland 
County area was located in an area of "Congress Lands". Probably many of 
the "Century Farms" in this area could trace their beginnings back to the 
provisions of the Harrison Land Act. 


Philip Fluke 


From the facts known about Philip Fluke's emigration to Ohio it 
appears that Philip was certainly a participant in the "Great Migration" that 
occurred between 1812 and 1817. Philip's family had traveled to the frontier 
in 1790 -moving from Buck's County Pa. to Bedford County Pa. - Philip 
was born in 1788. So he grew up watching and helping his father and two 
uncle's clear the forest and create productive farms in the frontier of 
western Pa. Philip had an older brother who may have stayed in Bedford 
County on the family farm there. At the age of 26, in 1814, Philip came to 
Ohio. He purchased the S.E. quarter of section 16 (160 acres) in Orange 
township in what was then Richland County. (Ashland County was formed 
in 1846). The sheepskin deed to the piece of land is dated 1818 and is issued 
from the land office in Wooster. The location of Philip's farm is in an area 
that was considered Congress lands, the arrival in 1814 and the deed issued 
in 1818 from Wooster all fit the characteristics of the terms of the Harrison 
Land Act of 1800. In Mrs. Eugene Fluke's record of Fluke family history 
she states that, "Philip Fluke purchased his land through Mr. William Bryan, 
probably a government land agent." Perhaps William Bryan was employed 
at the land office in Wooster and handled the paperwork from the auctions 
of land held there. In 1816 Philip returned to Pennsylvania to bring his wife 
and their four children to their new home. Seven more children were born 
after settling in Ohio. Philip went on to accumulate 800 acres. Each of his 
five oldest sons were given 100 acres to start life on their own. The 
youngest son, John, settled on his parents homestead. Each of Philip's 
daughters was given $1000 when she married. Perhaps this indicates that, 


in the 1830's and 1840's, 100 acres and $1000 were a rough equivalent of 
each other. ’ 
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Mar 4. LAND SUBDIVISIONS 
From A Short History [of] Ohio Land Grants, issued by Ohio Auditor of State Joseph 
T. Ferguson and Deputy State Supervisor of School and Ministerial Lands Raymond 
J. Bartholomew ({Columbus, 1941]), p. [6]. 
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Philip Fluke, retfiwed currie_ and tanner, Auburn was born in Bedford County, 
Pa, June 27, 1616, a son of Philip and Mary(Summers)Fluke, who removed to 
Richiand County, Ohio in the fall of 1816, He-wasrrearéd and educated.in — 
Ohio, Pemaiming there till 1644 when, in Novs, he tioved‘to Auburn, Ind, Hes 
was married to Ruth, daughter of Thomas Ford, of Auburn,-who died March: 25, . 
1853, leaving one son--Wakeman C,, a druggist of Clayton, Mich, dan, 10,1857, 
he married Sarah, daughter of Davi Thomas, of Richland Twonship, Dekalb Co." 
She died in Auburn, Jan. 17, 1873. To them were born three children, twd of 
whom are living=="Sliza‘J., wife of S; L. Gibson, and Frank E., ab hoasIda 
May died in April, 1865, age of four months, 
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DeKALB COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
Auburn, Indiana ei hate 

see eNalAs A QUSLLU 

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


Chis Or rtifie Hi, the official records of this department show the following 
Married [-} Single [ ] 
pS Ok ORG RE SAA Ce Age 64 ‘Sex es Widowed [] Divorced [ ] 


| Place of Death _Garrett XESS __Date of Death May __ 18, oot AS he Sn 


Cause of Death Os ee oo ee 


ae oo a he owe 2 oo = = nn er n= 


May 22, 1930 


enero e wn oe wwe ee en oe ee en en a a 3 0 5 8 


Signed By . Rion Vieveures > “Date of Burials se oe 
(PHYSICIAN coro ER, HEALTH OFFICER) 
Auburn, In. 
Funeral Home 2.2! Jo nn R, Clark. Address De ietact Deets s!y RT tL ee ie 


Name of Cemetery _Union Address sit lis UNS RAS OES ee 


49 50 


Date Issued Se ee pL OO EE > “Recorded Books: NG. suse OOS 
™ SEAL . Signed ____ d a 
re Se as .- H \ | Oo ER> . 
% -'H OFFICER 


DeKALB COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Auburn, Indiana 
—_—_____ 003111 
CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


Chis Or rtifie Hi, the official records of this department show the following 


A Married [J] Single [] 
Name __- F rank E, Fluke _ aft Ae ee a Re. Be Age a bOu Sex. widowed Ey Divorced [ ] 


Place of Death _...Auburn RRS ss Date of Death _Marchil, 19335. 
Cause of Death Dilated Heart  _ 


SL EL SE SE Eh ne a ne ne eee ee ee ee 


Signed By -. _en jamin 0. Shook, M, De Date of Burial - March 3: BA9D3 
" (PHYSICIAN, CORONER, HEALTH OFFICER) 


Funeral Home Toward J» Clark ___address _..____ Auburn, Indiana 
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Ruptured Aorta Fatal 
To Phillip Fluke, 70 


. et ; 
; LLIP K.. FLUK 
Bi Petals Bry e) 
Phillip K. Fluke, 70, of north- 
west of Garrett died at the Mc- 
Cray Memorial hospital in Ken- 
dallville at 7:45 p.m. Monday. 
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Pray for the Repose of the Soul of 


PHILIP K. FLUKE 


Born June 25, 1893 
Died March 9, 1964 


“We have loved him during life, fet 
us not abandon him until we have con- 
ducted him by our prayers into the 
house of the Lord.” 

PRAYER 

O Gentlest Heart of Jesus, ever 
present in the Blessed Sacrament, ever 
consumed with burning love for the 
poor captive souls in Purgatory, have 
mercy on the soul of Thy servant. 
Bring him from the shadows of ex- 
ile to the bright home of Heaven, 
where, we trust, Thou and Thy Blessed 
Mother have woven for him a crown 
of unfading bliss. Amen. 

Say one Our Father to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament for the repose of 
his soul. 

Ree. iP 


McKee Funeral Service 


Mr, Fluke died from oa 
fuptured aorta. He fad not been 
ili and was stricken suddenly 
at his home and then was rush- 
ed to the hospital where he died 
two hours. after he was ad- 
mitted. 

He was born in Auburn on 
June 25, 1893, the son of Frank 
and Etta Fluke. He was a vet- 
eran of World War I and re- 
tired from the B&O Railroad 
as a brakeman in 1958. 

On Sept. 6, 1932, he and Mary 
Hollis of Garrett were married 
at Valparaiso. She died Dec. 27, 
1960. 

Surviving are a son, Franklin 
of Columbus, Ind.; a daughter, 
Mrs. Joseph Kubinski of Joliet, 
Til.; seven grandchildren and a 
brother, George Fluke of Hud- 
S0n.. 

Mr. Fluke was a member of 
the B.ofR.T. and Eagles lodge 
at Garrett and the American oat C eee ie S. 
Legion and Moose lodge at Ken- Co ae . ee ES ee 
dallville. <a a : ; ie ee es vn 7 
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The body is at the McKee fu- 2B : J 
Lick Kow'~ George Fluke, Frewk He 


neral home in Garrett where 
Sivst JO y Walter 4 Philip FlakKe_ 


athe) 


funeral services will be held at 
11 a.m. Friday. Military grave- 
side services will follow in Cal- 
| vary cemetery in Garrett. 
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A TRIBUTE 
published in the pages of 
THE KENDALLVILLE REVS - 208 
KENDALLVILLE, I1iD, 
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Xe 
sae Gratia Fluke 


#3,  Gratia 1. Fluke, 79, Route 1, 
Le Big Long Laké, Hudson, died 
(?% Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in Park- 
$::4 view Memorial Hospital, Fort 
So, Wayne. She had been seriously 
“i>. ill 10 days from a heart con- 


: dition. 
Born in South Milford, Nov. 7, 
~ 1898 she was the daughter of 


George Washington and Lettie 
(Stroman) Walter. She married 
George C. Fluke May 5, 1920 in 
Kalamazoo, Mich. He preceded 
her in death June 28, 1972. 

. Mrs. Fluke had lived in 

Hudson since 1948 moving from 
Route 3, Auburn. She was a 
2 member of the South Milford 

‘=. Church of Christ. 
: Survivors are two daughters. 
Mrs. Mary Best, Route 3. 
Auburn; and Mrs. Sarah Betts, 
Route 1. Wolcottville; two sons, 
“, Philip Fluke, Virginia Beach, 
t=). Va.; and Elton Fluke, 
7s). Waterloo; one sister, Mrs. Doris 
»| Bishop, Springfield, Ohio; one 
brother, Russell Walter, The 
Lamplighter, Kendallville; six 
grandchildren; and five greai- 
grandchildren. 
% A daughter, Doris, one 
~* brother and one sister preceded 
her in death. 

Burial will be in South Milford 
Cemetery. 

Friends may call at the 
funeral home Tuesday from 2-5 
and 7-8 p.m. 

Funeral will be Wednesday at 
* 1:30 pm. in the Berhalter- f 
‘$3 Hutchins Funeral Home, with (2 
“- Rev. Kenneth W. Napier of the oe 
Oe, First Presbyterian Church, & us 
oy. officiating. €} 
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Funeral and Obituary Notice 


Published in 
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June 23, 1972 
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Services Saturday for ~jVirs. Best was bom July 17, 
Mary (Fluke) Best, 71 1925, in Auburn. Her parents 
oes were George C. and Gratia I. 

ae (Walter) Fluke. She and 

= ‘Clarence B. Best were married 
=. Jan. 24, 1953, in Garrett. He 
| survives. She retired in 1975 as 
= an assembler at Dana Corp. in 
Auburn after 31 years. She was 
amember of the DeKalb County 
and Garrett Historical Societies. 
Surviving with her husband 
are two brothers, Phillip W. 
Fluke of Virginia Beach, Va., 


m “= _-™ one sister, Sarah J. Betts of Big 
PE Long Lake. 

Mary L. Best, 71, of Auburn, sect ee inne 

died Wednesday atherhome. ,., 5) ,a¢g “AK Tg! 
Friends may call from 2-4 and ne 

6-8 p.m. Friday at McKee-Miles 

Funeral Home. Services will be 

held Saturday at 10 a.m. at the 


CARD OF THANKS 
/o¥ The Family of 7g / 
‘Oo? Mary L. Best /792 


First Baptist Church with Rev. | wishes to thank Reverend 
Arthur G. Ferry Jr., officiating. | Arthur G. Ferry Jr., DeKalb 
Burial willbe in Roselawn Cem- | County Hospice, McKee- 
etery, Auburn. Miles Funeral Home, 

The family has requested pre- | friends, neighbors and rela- 


tives for their many acts of 
kindness extended to us at 
the loss of our loved one. 


ferred memorials to the Humane 
Shelter or Hospice of DeKalb 
County. 


and Elton N. Fluke of Waterloo; & 


Loris Fluke 


Local Bureau DeKALB COUNTY 
_ Vital Statisties DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


eee AUBURN, INDIANA 
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vp ae Certificete of Birth — 
THIS CERTIFIES that, according to the records of this department, 
Name.............. G@O%EO Oley CO Pe nn anaseesee 

Was born in......Avburn,de Kalb Coe. » Indiana, on ..... August 26000... » Year......2898 
Child of...Frenic Pluke and Btthe Fie en a enentnmnnennnnnt 
Birthplace of father............. es a A | 
Birthplace of mother........... Ne SE thal ES EE. Ce 
vee ad eee. iCelilicte Wo 2 AO ae 
Record was filed ...... 90171898 
Deak. ee Page......... 1 tS 
Date of levee er ae ee 
WEE I: Saat. Oe! Ee CREED, Se EE, 


CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH 


| This Certifies, that according to the records of the LaGrange County Health Department 


Name ......GRATIA. IRENE. WALTER 2.02.2... ; 
Was born in Milford Twp., LaGrange .Co., ., Indiana, on .. November. .7.. Year...1898..... 
Child of........ George Washington and Lettie May. (stroma) ot aE aie Seng meee fe 
Birthplace of Father... Not recordad...... Birthplace of Mother... Not mecanded ....5.... 
-— Reccitd was filed... | | 
AvGuati | 
on | ) tat Health Officer, LaGrange County, Indiana 
‘dertifiea mapa breke tend iee ye yee faded Mayo... 1G sere 19.60. 
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CURTIBIED COPY OF RECORD OF MARRIAGE. 3029 povaLcor 
Sat ate ec leat eB amencehhth 


STATE OF MICHIGAN, |,.. 
ANTHONY STAMM 


coUNTY oF....._Kalamazoo 1. I, -nnn-----.----ANTHONY STAMM ree 
of the County of......-.- Raiemazoo or ..... and of the Circuit Court thereof, the same being a court of record having a seal, do hereby certify thai the f 


of the record of marriage of ..._..--- ee 3° CeO oon ee. Sas een en and__._ Gratia Irene Walter ___. he ess “7 eee 


in my office, and of the whole thereof, viz: 


ane erence eee nnn —————eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseo=se=sea=S—SS— EE SSS SSS mre Po ak Sa Pid rp nr mn ma 
Record |____ Date of License Full Mame of Bridegroom and Bride, and Age of Hach | White, Black, tee eked Wao 
Number | xfonth | Day Year Maiden Name of Bride if a Widow in Years Mulaito, Etc. 4 a er 
fs. agp peta 
eee ge 2919 .. “George 0. FIUke Se arret, Indigna as? 
Gratia Irene Walter 20 White Kendalville,,Itnd. 


Birthplace of Each Occupation of Hach Maiden Mame of Mother 
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Tndiana Farmer __| Frank bk, Etta b. Kline 

OS a Slag i i a ae ae Po Re I ee 
Todiana Factory work George W. Walter | Lettie May Stroma 
“times, |__Bate ‘of i arriage | “Ee Place of Marriage Name and Official Station of Person Cetiesy Ae. ee ae _WITRESSES v0 MAR RAGE 
owty — Liane tdnn so Settee of Marriag arse 5 £EEod ——s 
Married Mouth Day Year by Whom Married Mates R 


No __|May __|_ 5, #919 | Kalamazoo, Mich, _____ | ___ Thomas P, Holloway | Anna B. Mitchell | Kalams 

No Bapt. Minister Matilda May Hol!oway Kale 
- A P cy)y 9 : & 

In Testtmony Wherecs, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Circuit Conrt, the... ... wet his conde, ine Of ee ee oe ee 


Anthony $tamm 
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